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illto ~ I I I .  11aturr ol' arc,hitectural trarlaparc.nc.!. a1111 tl14. c l i \ f n e  
\says i l  I I I ~  lna~lil'vht i l d l ' .  
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111 \ral)ic.. transl~arenc.! (Slrc!/i!fi\.nIr) clirec~tly rwalls t l ~ c b  old 
v 7 

origin a1111 t \ p .  01' tlw \&I ; 1 1 d  I:IIT~;I~II. 1 / 1 1 .  word i >  tI1us 
.Sl~af i~j i \d~.  Irom the root .sIw[fi~. 111  his l,Isa~~-.~ll-.~iral~. the 
c.elt41rated I~~sicogrnpliw 1611 I\ltrrrcllrrrr defir~cbs t h ~ .  rllrani~~g- of 
tlw root .il~!ffa. wliicl~ -ignilic-> that a t l l i ~ ~ .  I ~ I I * .  or d~~lic.att. 
gar1111~11t. or ;I I I ~ I S I * ~  of' ~,lotli is S U C I I  t l~a t  tvl~at is l~chl~ir~~l it is 
\ i : i l ~ l t ' :  vr .-(I a- to tell \\hat \<a> I~rr~caath it  (one >a\s --sl~c!ffa- 
i ~ t l r t ~ ~ i h - .  111vi111ir1g that a clrvs> ib t ra~~-par~vr t ) .  , ~ . ~ I I - . S ~ ~ / ~ ; I  (pl. 
.slrcr/;ifl i- tl~.li~ircl a> a cwtain tl~in. lir~c-. vr (Ivlicatv prlncwt. or 
ttil.  gv~~erall! rwl i l l  cc~lor and i,- nla(11. I ) ~ ' \ + I I I ) ~ ,  t11r1111gli \ \ l ~ i ~ , l i  

G I I I I I ~ I I  ti111eq- ur111 1-1.1 i n  a \ v n  cr t~de ~ O ~ I I I ~  - O I I ~ :  s l ~ o t ~ l d  I N ,  
al)lt. to t raw t l~v  architectural origin- ol' trarlsparc!rlc i l l  t111. 
1attic.e~ wl~ich c-~~~erg~:tl l'ro~r~ the I)r;~itletl or \ \ , O \ ~ I * I ~  \vall rllat.. 
tlrat I ~ u r ~ g  \ c.rtiwll! a1111 \\-erv i~lr-el~tcd l~t4'ort- (.lot l~ir~g. I:ollo\r - 
i y  ! k ~ ~ p t - i <  (,l;~s.=ical thesi> that 111r I w g i ~ ~ r ~ i ~ ~ g  of 1111iIcli11g 
~~o i~~c- i t l e s  with t l r v  b e g i ~ ~ n i ~ ~ g  of tcdlcs.  i t  i .  po>sil~le to a r p .  
that the lirst arc.llitec.tural applic.atior~> ol' tra~~sl~arenc.! mu-I 
I I ~ I \ V  l'irst w ~ ~ e r g ~ d  i11 111e ( m d e  i~rt~~rtwirrir~p of t rw  h r ; ~ r i c l ~ ~ ~ ~  

:\c.c,ortlir~g to tllc. flnc:\-rlgwtlicr c ~ f  Isltrnr. ri~crslimI~I,\.~\-m "tl14;- 
I I , I I I ~ .  a t w l ~ r ~ i q u t ~  of I I I ~ I I I - 1 1  M O I I I I  ~I..IYI ICI p rodu~.~.  Iatti~~t~-likv 
I I ~ I I I ~ I >  - t o  a h - 1 1  111t. \vi~~do\v.b in tra~lilior~al d o ~ i ~ v ~ t i v  a r r l~ i tw-  ..- , 
tun.. ' I  I itst.lf linz Ilecor~~t. as-c~c.i;lted \vitli 1attic.c 
\v i~~i lo \v~ i l l  Egypt although i t  i -  bvir~g refvrred to dii'l;~r(wtl! 
C ~ P I I I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ F  ( I I I  lo~alv.  It is ~ I I O \ \ I I  in 1 vmen ;I. hh -h r in~n  - t1i;rt 
\vhic.l~ is l'1111 of I~c~lez): i n  Tu~l i -  as Ilornroqli: iu :\lgelia i t  is 
p r i~~~ar i ly  ; ~ > > o l * i a t ~ ~ ~ l  \ \ i t 1 1  ~ ~ ~ t t o r ~ ~ a r ~ ~ l ' r ~ r k i - 1 1  a r ~ ~ I ~ i t t - ( ~ t ~ ~ n . .  1 1 1  

B;~;I~datl ( I r q )  . < I I I , I I  (It ,\  i(x.5 artA r t 4 ~ v t d  to :I.- slrr~ri~tr.slril. ~ l i i 1 ~ 1 1  
arv W I I O ~ ( . I I .  L c ~ u l d  -cwrris >upporttd on brscdwt~ with a . . . ? .  

projt5~.t~n;. . l ~ a t l i ~ ~ g  cwr~~~cx.. I l ~ r  dcprw 01' tlrcwratior~ \aric*i. 
~ I v l ~ c - ~ ~ d i r ~ g  on 1111. o\vr~e<s >o~kil  status. 111 J(~Itla11. Sau~l i  
:\raI ~ia.  a r ~ r u s I r r d ~ i \ ~ ' ~ ~ t ~  . . is k r ~ ~ ~ \ \ - n  ;IS ~ O I I ~ I I I I -  I\ 11 icli in it- 
s i 1 1 1 ~ k t  I'or111 is it f h 1 1 1 ~ \ \ 7 ~ ) r l i  wit11 panel infill I I I I ~  witl~out 
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1 1 1  1111. 10th cw~tury, 11nt1er ~ I I I .  prc.tc*\t of r~~otler~~isalion.  tlw 
r ~ ~ l e r  of I.$ypt. \ l o I i a ~ ~ ~ v d  :Ui. I~a~inetl the u w  of rr~cr.\lrrc~l>i\.\,t~.s 
i r ~  (:air(,. kloclcr~~izatio~~ a1311 i1114utletl other tneasulcls. ~ I I I ' I I  ;Ir 

Ir~terprvtir~,v tlw nrc~.\lrr~tb(~-~w ;I+ a way to w l r j ~ p t e  M I I I I I ~ ~  

I)i.l~ir~d c h e c l  o p e n i ~ p  offw* onl! a li~r~itccl r \ p l a ~ ~ i ~ t i o r ~  to the 
7 7 

~ I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I ~  nature of this rl141-e. I 111- nr~rs11rcrbi~~)w has I I W I I  
clc~sig~ied not only to rover a ~ d  q r a r a t e  q ~ a c e -  h ~ t  also to 
I~cilitatv and \varrant vrrtait~ tlepec.~ ol' co~~trolled vision. l ike 
tlrc Ieil. the irrirsl~ral)i\~'\~~~ a l l ~ n r ~  OIIP  to SIT l ~ u t  I I I I I  to hr wen; 

. . 
;I ~ ) ro l i~ur~d  rrc*c*tl for i~ltirnacy and scv.l~~siot~. I:ron~ t l~r  outside- 
t l~r nrc~alrral)i~~\~a hitlv* eveqtlring lwlrir~d it. Fro111 the i~lsicle. 
1 1 ~ 3  ingrdients to ~ ~ I I I I I I I ~ ~  I I I I : I S ~ - I I I ~ ~ ~ L I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I -  prwwtatio115 ;Ire 
I~igliligl~tvd to their I I I ; I . ~ ~ ~ U I I I .  arrd one is tlwreforc* left I rw to 
1 1 1 h 1 1 1  t l ~ c  urriverse ol' outsitlc~ sce~~c~s .  or to i p o r ~  it ill will. 

\\.llat \\I: II;IVI* lwrt' is ~~rwis~: ly  a di;~lt:ctir of the t.ye a i d  gaze: 
t l ~ e  sul~ject ol' tlesirv ( I I I ~ I I )  SIT> t111- w r r m  I ~ e h i ~ ~ c l  \vhic.l~ the 
wor i i ;~~~  (o11jtv:t of dt.sire) nlay or may not he sittil~g. autl this 

h t l  yvt. by trying to rtyt~~crlogically and historic-ally lirtk it to 
weavil~g. to the veil arid its uplifting. to the gaze a r ~ d  its 
s~~l~tlvtic~s.  \vc! I~avc. ;lttei~~ptcd to lilrerutc . t l ~ i z  cleriCc~ from 
esce.ssivr intc:rprrtations a ~ d  to p r~sen t  it as an itka. hot so 
I I I ~ ~ : ~ I  as a political itlca 1)ut ;IS an arcl~itectural  noti if whic:l~. 1;)r 
a 1o11g I~IIII!, wi~s t h  only ~ I I K I I I ~  111 ~vystallixv t r a ~ ~ s p ~ r e t ~ ~ ~ y  i11 its 
spatial. architwtr~ral rerm. Beyond the Oricntalist readill? of it 
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n e c r s s a r i l  I ~ e i r l g  t r a r t d r l c w ~ t .  I\* wr I t a w  c I ~ o \ v r t ,  t ra i l sp ; l re r t c .y  

i s  a 11ropwty of a prt11:ce3. u r ~ l ' o I ( l i ~ ~ g  a z  a rwd t  01' 111e ~ + t t ; ~ t y i r ~ g  

p o ~ i l i o t l  of the o l r w - w r .  r a t h v r  t h a n  of a t n a t e r i a l .  I\ I ~ u i l d i r l g  

I ) e r o l ~ ~ e r  t r a r t q ~ ; t r c . ~ l t  a 3  a r c d t  cr f  II~I?: s t c * l r p i ~ ~ g  ac : ross  

t h r e s l t o l d s  and t t t i l i z i n g  i n t e r f a w e .  wi t l~out 1iavi11,o t o  t.ro-~ 

t h r c r r r g l i  t h e  s p a t i a l  l m u ~ ~ c l a r y  of t lw  building s k i n .  I - l e r e .  

I l r ~ ~ - h l a n r l I r ~ ~ r .  Li.\rrrr-,211-,irrr/r ( I  hr S a ~ l w .  R e i r t ~ t / l . r l ) i ~ r ~ t , ~ ~ ,  VIIIIIIIII~ 0). 1111-1 70-  
IlH. 0tlw.r n~ra l l i ngs :  .%crfl~~: i: :;1i11 o f  a I~.~II. r m a r i ~ t r d  hd!. f-ipwiall! 3: 

t l ~ r  rqw111 I I ~  l o w  u r  grief. ~IIK ~ a y  ~II  th i *  WIIW w n ~ t - l ~ o d y  ~ ~ ~ / I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ - / I I I / - / I I I ~ ~ I I  

II~II~-/III~I/III.~~ \\'IIw*;I: ~'/sI~Is/I~$~~I ~II~I-I~~~II-I-~u~' IIIV~IIIS IIP *an n h ~  was 
I w l i n d  it. 0 r 1 r  ea!- '-a g a r r w n t  hfi~ u p m  snmrh~~ l ! " .  n w o n i n g  IIIJI tlrib 
garment w s  t l i in .  III ,I fan~cm-  p i d l r l ~ v v  by t l w  C a l i p l ~  ( h l l i ~ r :  " 1 h 1  no1 1t.t uur  

wive*. hwr the  I;g!ptian C d ~ t t t i  :IS il yt~s/r~!fi/, III~YIII~II~ i t  h c r i l ~ t : ~  WII;II i *  
IIPII~I it. SIII~C$I: a ~ K ~ I I I I  of t i a tv r  r r m a i u i ~ ~ g  in J vt*...wl. o r  the  last d r u p  
r c ~ r t a i n i ~ ~ g  ~II ;I ww4 ~ ~ / ~ ~ ~ I . ~ / I ~ I ~ I - I ~ / - I I ~ ~ I " :  11,. ~ l r a n h  ~II~II n ~ s  ~ I I  1111. \v+t4, a l l  
o f  it. ~ t m  t l w  s/~ri/;!fir. or the- 1.1.l 4Ir41p o r  r w ~ i t i n > .  111~1 I v a v i ~ t g  UII! id i t  . . 
r t v ~ ~ a l n l n g .  

'TIIv lerst.*t k n o ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ i r r c  c ~ l  H o n w n  glass. a rnr~lc:l! rds l  4 1 r r t  1 1 ~ 1 1  fnr  ,I 
~~III I I I~ i n  a p1111Iiv Id1 at l'omp.ii, wa: nwr l !  3 ~ W I  11y 4 I ' w t  iWlI1 lllnl 11) 
I l t l i h ~ r ~ )  i u  sin*. F o r  a l ~ r i e f  terl111iea1 hist(,? o f  c r v  l ~ 3 n a r d  :\llrn. 
I~IIII~/~I~~II~~I~II/~ ~ ~ ~ / I I ~ ~ / I / ~ I I ~  l . ' m . \ r n ~ ~ h ~  ,\I~III~~II/~ IIII~ ,\lev11111/.~ LI~IIIII \ V i I q  .\ 
SOII*, NP\\ Yurh. 'lxlhi l.:~liticm. IOW). 1111. hlO-i112. 

I" I:or a ~ h a i l e c l  d ~ : w r i p t i o ~ ~  of th is  event ~IIII hnn il n3i IIW~ 111 . ~ - t w l d i ~ ~  

n c d t m  1111rnin~11vv ovv r  IIIV l h - t .  ~w Z ~ I ~ I  IJir. I ) i y / ~ ~ ~ ~ i r ~ g  I/IP Onw!: 
:Ir&~rdlrrt, 01 141nr (11 ,Y~~I~ IP I~ I I~ / IXPI I~ I I I~  I1 r r r l r l ' ~  / . i r k  (lh-rh+. IW!) 
JIIII T~IIIIII~~ M~II*III~I. (,'II/IIII;S~II~ K q p t .  (( : ~ ~ ~ n b r i d g t -  L m i r v r ~ i ~ y  I1rv>.. IOtl8J. 

I" \ o ~ t i w  IIIV f o i ~ t n v i ~ r p  a n  011111 19 ;I I5ritisI1 t r ~ \ e I c r :  -.\I IIW tn111. vi5i1- .I Jubn  
i ~ ~ l ~ . r i ~ w .  ~11rh ;I* ~ l ~ a t  o f  t11,. IIIIII-. o f  ~;~IIII~I~-III~-I~~II .I( 1:i1ir11, i l l 1 1 1  W Y  111,. 

p ret ty  li111,- chelvo-. a n d  1 ) t q 1 >  t h r t w g h  LIIP latt i re-  i11tc1 tho *trret. IIIW f w l ~  
t11at the  I ~ i r d  is  i~lclctd ~~I~HII .  31111 i l l a t  11) IN, po-- i ld i t !  r a n  i t -  II~IIIIIA~P lor 

.img IIP rt*ra111str11r~1(~~1.'~ Fg~rder,  IW as I~III~VI in I h m a r ~ l  I,t*nis. :I ! \ l i d ~ l / ~  
/.,i~,t .\ lnwir: F r q r r w n ~ ~  o j  I&. 1,rrrers t r iu l  k / i , ~ n n  { X e n  ).orh: I~IIIIIII 
I l , l l l~P.  2lNllI). 11. 210. 


